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Vocationalization of Secondc;ry
Education

S

S_econdary Bducation, which is a link is a between the Primary
education and the University education plays a vital role in any
programme of. education for national development. It provides
teachers for primary education, prepares pupils for the universities
and other institutions of higher learning. Besides this, a vast
majority of students complete their education at this stage. Students
who go for higher education cannot take full advantage of the uni-
versity education, unless they-have received sound education at the
secondary stage. Yence secondary education, being the terminal

point must be of the highest quality with a vocational bias.

Since the beginning ¢f the First Five Year Plan much emphasis
has been given on vocationalization of secondary education and it
ranks next to the provision of universal primary education within
the age group 6 to 14. This stage of education has become signiff-
cant for reducing the pressure on higher education. Therefore, it is
felt by all that education at at this stage should have a high correla-
tion with productivity. Hence it should be vocationalized.

: One of the drawbacks of our system of secondary education
1s that, it is bookish and unrelated to life. It does not give recogni-
tion to the dignity of labour. In the modern age, there is a growing
rcghzation that the gulf between theory ‘and practice should be
bridged. Students shoutd gradually recognize the importance of
dignity of labour. The social gulf between the people on the basis
of nature of work, should be totally eliminated” To achieve '&s
end, we should have a broad based and diversified curricultm,
which includes new vocational and practical subjects in addition to
the traditional core curriculum.

The emerging technological development in India challenges
our old concept of ‘anilateral’ academic type of education and
gives emphasis on teaching of science and vocational subjects at
the secondary stage. Because of unfavourable economic conditions
a large number of students give up their studies after high school
and try to enter into sOome profession. But it is not possible to
provide employment O all. Hence they have to choose some
alternative. It is due to this rgason that subjects like agriculture,

technology, handicrafts, commerce, home science have been
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introduced in the modern curriculum. The students who learn
these subjects do not depend on others for their livelihood.

Manual work becomes educative. if it gives expression to the
creative impulses of the child. 1i is not wise to have compartments
between mental work and manual work. Experiences prove that
even some mental works are qaite mechanical and do not involve
thinking. - On the other hand manual work may demand the use of
higher mental process, e,g,, analysis, reasoning imagination etc,
The gulf between manual work and mental work reflects the stage
of society which is divided into labouring and exploiting classes.
in a country like ours, which desires to transform itselfinto a
socialistic pattern of societp, all work should be equally respected.
Therefore. in the emerging Indian society, emphasis is given on
vocationalization of secondary education In this connection, the
Indian Education Commission observes. “we visualise the future
trend of school education to be towards a fruitful mingling of
general and vocational education—peneral education concernin
some elements of pre-vocational education and technical education
and vocational educational. in turn, having an element of general
education. In the kind of society in which we will be living in-
<reasingly in the coming years, a complete separation between the
two will not only be undersirable but impossible.”

In order to shape the personality of the students, to reduce
unemployment, to give some financial benefits and to suit the
attitude of the studedts vocationlization of secondary education is
very much important. The adolescent, getting education at the
secondary stage of education learns the dignity _of labour and
derives pleasure from creative work. The Edueation Commission
therefore, opines, “ There should be much greater emphasis on craft
and productive work in all schools and in addition, diversification
of courses should be introduced at the secon@ary stage so that a
farge number of students may take -up agricultural technical,
commercial or other practical courses which will train their vaneg
aptitudes and unable them to take up vocation pursuit at the en
of secondary course or to join technical institutions for further
training.” A

Various Commissions and Committees have given valuable
suggestions to vocationalize the secondary stage -of education.
They all give unanimous opinion that edueational planaing in a
developing country like ours must be properly general-to the imme-
diate requirements of the society. Life-career-motive with a VOC"L
tional bias should be the aim of planning at the secondary stage. .
should be vocationalized for the reasons given below.

(i) To make the Educand Economjcally Self-sufficient

i d ion i is
Some people apprehend that vocatiodal education in schoo
degenerates liberal education. But if they Jlook to 1its practical
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aspect, if they will realize that in addition to the usual caﬁnebf

studies, vocational education helps the students to become economi-

cally self-sufficient. As a result of which they develop self-confi-
dence, moral strength and mental freedom. /

/

(2) Edocative Efforts become Purposefal

A child is motivated to learn, when he is engaged in a purpose-
ful activity. Secondary stage of education is a terminal point in
the life of an individual, when he knows that the education he gets
will help him in his post-school adjustability. he learns more effi-
ciently. It is vocational education, which helps the child for his

‘post-school adjustability’ and stimulates his observation and
arouses his thoughts and feelings.

' ; .
3. Vocational Education is the only Hope of the Children with
lower Intelligence : ‘

The peessing problems at the secondary stage of education is :
now to teach the students having lower intelligence. For want of
suitable education a notable section of our school children 'leave the
school quite early and prepare for the grim struggle for existence.
Thus they are deprived of any opportunity to prepare themselves

for a career, To help these children, education at the secondary
stage should be vocationalized. = :

4. Vocational Education Bridges the Gnlf in the Sdciéty..

Liberal education in India increases the social distance between
the elite class, who get literacy education develop-a superiority
complex and look down upon the masses. who get vocational
training. In order to the bridge the gulf between the elite class
and the masses, education at the secondary stage should be voca-
tionalized. Introduction of the 10423 pattern of _education and
the SUPW programme in the emerging Indian society aim at
making educatiop uniform throughout the country. B

From the discussions made abov‘q. it appears that in brder. to
correlate learning with life and to provide a proper sharing of life
the ideal form og’education that can keep our welfare is vocational
education /Hence edueation at the secondary stage should be
vocationalized. ‘ oo , .

Progress of 'Vecational Education in the Emmlnl"l-illu Society
To understand the progress of vocational ednealion‘i_n the

emerging Indian society, the following informations given by the
Indian Fducation Commission should be considered : st
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Year ‘ Erirolmen! in 7s0f Er rolment in Voe. End. to
| . Vocational End. Total Enrolment

s

\ C;i;as}s( VI Boys Qirls Total Boys Girls Total

1950. 54 -, RRRE | R | 22 38 3
1955.56 39" 33 . 9 20 79 30
19061 - - 65 35 100 27 &7 )
1965.66 9 47 137 19 33 22
_ 1970-7) 2R LIS - 338 34 50 38
1197576 546 272 818 60 76 64
[ 19D yaae ess Cigeg g 124 114
1981-86 . 3305 1568 4837 1200 200 200

—

\

. The Commission states, “Our main recommendation is that

by 1986, some 20 per cent of all enrolment at the lower secondary

- level and some 50 per cent by the end of class X should be in part-
time or full-time vocational and professional courses.”

Role of 1012 Pattern of Education

The ,Néw;, Pattern fbf..:Edu,catidh, rcccnﬂy adopted by the

 Central Board of Secondary Education is a “drastic departure

frdq the age-old conception of education, will kept learning and
carning

g strictly apart”, If properly ¢xecuted, it will work asa
papacea for most of our ed cational ills. It will help us to meet

- the challenges of the society with Jess psychological stress.

g r'_Regqfdins' the introduction of 1042 Pattern of education,
the Education Commission opined, “It will be advantageous to
- bave a broadly uniform educational structure in all parts of the

- country. The ultimate objective should be to adopt the 10+2+3

patterp, the higher secondary stage of two years being located in
the school, colleges or both according to the local conditions.”

. Taking, ‘into | codsideration the recommendations of the
Kothari Commission, the Central Board of Secondary Fducation

.introduced this pattern in its member schools spread all over India
tegioning with class 1X with cflect from 1975, Ncw it bas got
wide rccognition and sppreciation frem all quariers of soriety,
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particularly from educational planners and teachers. They all
feel that the new pattern will become more productive than

- educative. It will make it possible to vocationalize the secondary

stage of education so as to divert students into different walks of
life. The general education alongwith some vocational education
will be provided at the first stage, ie up to class X. The curricu-
lum_will contain three languages, physical sciences, life sciences,
social sciences, mathematics, work experience, health and physical
education. More extensive and intensive part of vocational
education will start at +2 stage, which is considered to be the most
“crucial and controversial’’ stage in the whole system.

One of the important features of the new system is that it
makes work experience, which is the recent development in the
domain of education compulsory. By providing effective program-
mes or work experience, it bridges the gulf between the scoool and
the world-of work. As a result of which, students get an opportu-
nity to participate in productive work ‘‘either in school, in home,
in workshop, in farm, in factory or any other productive situation’.

It will make the pupils productive in action and scientific in
outlook. J :

: The contents of the syllabus of the 1042 pattern have been
made with foresight. Attempts have been made to make the
students self-reliant. In addition to work, schools are to undertake
suitable activities of community service. It includes work in

hospitals, to help the poor, removal of illiteracy, projects of village
upliftment etc.

This new pattern is not at all a radical departure from the
old system. Rather it is a Synthesis of what was good in the old
system with the demand of the changing society. To keep the old
tradition in tact, this system emphasises functional kaowledge and
in non-traditional areas it gives importance on work-oriented
education to relate education to life.

NCERT has been organizing different committees and
seminars to discuss about the progress of the new pattern. The
Committee on Secondory Teacher Education had it, meeting on
15tn and 16th July, 1976 and recommended that each state should
prepare a report for the demand of teachers in different subjects
on a scientific basis. This would help to know the need of the
teachers felt by the country. NCERT has a proposal to orient
15000 teachers per year in the new ourriculum (under 102
pattern), thrcugh correspondence-cum-contact programmes. These
courses are being organized by four Regional Colleges of Educa-
tion : Bhubaneswar, Bhopal, Mysore and Ajmer. The duration
of the course is six months.

Three high level seminars for finalization of the syllabi i
Mathematics, Biology and Chemistry at the -2 stage was organized
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AY

by NCERT in February, 1976, Representatives of Board of
Secondary Education, Universities etc. attended the seminars and
finalized the syllabi. On the 24th and 25th November, 1975 the work
experience and vocationalization of education unit organized a
workshop and felt that at the 42 stage 50% weightage should be
given to vocational subjects. The workshop also felt that the
students shauld be given ‘on the job’ training in offices, business
establishments or indusiries for a period of one to three months.
The group of subjects suggested by the workshop are type-writing,
stenography, book-keeping and accaountancy, marketing and sales
management, business management, salesmanship and insurance,
banking, purchasing and store-keeping and auditing.

Taking into consideration the importance of this revolutionary
reform in education the Central Board of Secondary Education is
keen to organize different committees at different places of the
country, under the guidance of many eminent educationists to add
further improvements in the system. £

The 10+2+43 pattern of education has an extremely sound
-academic and vocational base. From time immemorial every one
has talked of what education should be, what in the purpose of
education, what education should lead to. But with the introduc-
tion of the new-pattern for the first time in the history of Indian
education, we are trying to arrive at a definite stage as to what
should be the objectives of our education. -We are fortunate enough
to accepf this system. If this pattern becomes successful, we can
make the secondary education truly vocational.

Steps for making Secondary Educdﬁon ‘Vocationalized
-Our country is passing fﬁroughra period of transition. Thsre

are a number of.development plans befo‘i-é-"thp'-,countrx. Now there
is a tendency to convert the unilateral schools into multilateral. To

give secondary education a vocational bias, the following steps.

should be undertaken :
1. Diversification of Secondary Education Carriculum

The Government of India appojated g number of committees
and commissions with the aim of reorganising secondary education.
The diversification of the curriculumm has besn made on the basis
of the recommendations of, these: cammittees and commissions.
With the introduction of ‘this system, the roads for the all round
development of the students will remain wide open. They can get
an opportunity to study subjects according to their abilities, aptita-
‘des, test and capacities, To facilitate the " students to choose their
subjects according to their own sweet will diversification of tha
-curriculum is the best means,
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2. Opening of Multi-purpose Schools

Before independence, students had to study subjects comg;ul—-
sorily. As a result of which, the natural tastes and aptitudes of the:
students were neglected and the study of prescribed curriculum was
forced upon them. With the dawn of independence, stéps are
being taken to convert sccondary schools into multi-purpose schools
If this programme becomes successful, we can enable the students.
to study subjects of their choice and make the best use of their
talents and energy. We can also enable students to acquire
proficiency in some vocational subjects so that they can get am —

opportueity to get self-employment.

3. Guidance Movement

To enable the students to choose. vocation according to their
interest and aptitudes, guidance movement should be encouraged
in the country. Eminent educationists and efficient teachers.

should remain in charge of the programme.

4. Introduction of Work-Experience

Work-experiepce is directly related to- productivity. The
entire scheme of Basic Education is based on this principle. It’s
purpose is to relate education to productivity.” It can work as a.
greater force for the vocationalization of the secondary education.
Therefore, the Indian Education Commission  (1964-66) has sugges-
ted to introduce it at the school stage of education. A scheme for-
providing well graded work-experiencé programme with scientific
biads be introduced immediately in all the scondary schools of
India. e = ==

5. Man-power Needs should be Carefully Studied A
Acute technical man-power shortage in some industries’is an
acute problem in our country. Therefore, we - should carefully
study the man-power need our country and accordingly include
vocational subjects at the secondary stage. v _

6. Progper Planning :
Without proper planning, the programme of voc,ationa\li_z_a_tiop; \

of secondary education cannot be successful. Therefore, emphasis:

should be given on proper educational planning. R ;

. Conclnsioq

 Though it has teen generally reeogu.is_‘edq‘that‘education isa -
mighty instrument of social change and. natiopal welfare, it is-
unfi-rtunate that we have failed to plan education with proper
insight, understandipg and assesment when we think of larger
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i : o |
‘til:)‘:s'm%sgtslm education, we lack adequate founds to finance educa-
cannot hava s0.do not have an adequate system. of education. We
R Tyt e. good ‘education because we are poor and we continue
' Of theigr Poor because_ we cannot give good educatmn_.‘ 3 One
is to ll‘sge§ates§_ problem in' an under-developed country like India
Wosho ldmat,l-power for the all round development of the tountry.
educm-u create such a social climate that all the people become
bias i lon-conscious. This can be achieved by giving a vocational
taucétihsc‘condary.:_eciucatncm_. It is, tnerefore of the highest impor-
avenue 1at: we _d"."’ up a suitable programme to ‘provide the best
b l/llm':s of vocational educational to our secondary school children

. through whole-hearted cooperation and dynamic practices.

S S i | 'QUESTIONS
;ﬁi " 1. ‘_‘_Vodation'alization of education is' one of th: means to
[ > S anglinie s T solve the problems created by unemployed.” Discuss.

2. How far your state has accepted the vocationalization
of education ? Discuss. -

3. Why should secondary education be vocationalized ?
: ‘How is this problem being tackled.in the new 10+2
o - patternof education ? e = (LU 1981 B;Ed.)
4, What:is our pre'épnt po‘siﬁon with regard to vocationaliza-
: tion of secondary education ? What are your suggestions
* -~ for making the scheme more effective ? ' : ‘
TR R a (U.U. 1980 B.Ed.)
. 5. Discuss why education should bz vocationalized ? Suggest
e : measures to be taken to_ vocationalize S:condary Educa-
' B tion in your state. , S :
| 6 What is vocationalisation of education ? What steps
: : are being ‘taken in your state to introduce vocational
| -~ courses at +2 stage ? Discuss fully. '
’ "V Dzl - (B.U. 1982, M .Ed.)

7. Discuss why education should bevocationalised ?
_ : : (0.4.5. Exam. 1984)

Discuss the problems faced in the vocationalisation of
- Secondary Education 7 . (U.U. 1986, B.Ed)}

i

'— - g RS sgrimali pdumi’on in Chagjlhjf.lnﬂh :p: 3.
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