
ROLEOFN.C.E.R.T.INPROMOTINGTHEQUALITYOFTEACHEREDUCATION

INTRODUCTION

TheNationalCouncilofEducationalResearchandTrainingwasestablishedinNewDelhion

1stSeptember,1961forprovidingacademicsupportinimprovingthequalityofschool

educationinIndia.ItistheacademicadvisertotheMinistryofHumanResourceDevelopment

(HRD)oftheGovernmentofIndia.Itisconcernedwithallproblemsofschooleducationinthe

country,andendeavorstoimprovesucheducationthroughdevelopingvariousprogrammesof

research,publication,extensiontraining.NCERTalsoprovidestechnicaladvicetostatesasto

howtoimprovethestandardofstatescienceexhibitionsandtheirexhibitsfornationalscience

exhibitiNCERThastheNationalInstituteofEducationlocatedatDelhi.NCERThasalarge

publishinghouse.Itpublishedmodeltext-books,hand-books,guidebooksandchildren’s

literatureorsupplementaryreadingmaterials.NCERTpossessesaproductionworkshopwith

hugequalitiesofmaterialsflowinginandflowingout.ThecentralInstituteofEducationwhichis

aconstituentcollegeoftheUniversityofDelhimaintainedbytheNCERTandprovidesfacilities

forcoursesofstudyleadingtotheB.EdandM.Eddegrees.NCERTmaintainsfourregional

collegesofeducationatAjmer,Bhopal,BhubaneswarandMysore.NCERTassistsseveral

statesintheircurriculum development,writingoftextbooksandreviewingofschooltext-books.

ThesuccessoftheNCERTwilldependontheextenttowhichitgainsconfidenceofthe

entirecountryandgetsacceptedbytheprofessionalgroupofvariousstatesinthefieldof

schooleducation.TheimpactofNCERTtextbooksontheclassroom practiceshasbeen

tremendous.BesideCBSEaffiliatedschools,theorganizationsliketheKendriyaVidyalaya

Sanghatan(KVS)andtheNavodayaVidyalayaSanghatanuseNCERTtextbooks.Onehopes

andwishesthattheNCERT’svisionisspeltoutsoonthroughapolicydecision/declarationin

whichallundefinedaspectsoftextbookpreparationandproductionarespeltoutclearly.

ESTABLISHMENT

MinistryofEducationofIndianGovernmentestablishedNCERTin1961.NCERTisan

autonomous-organization,workingasanacademicusingoftheMinistryofeducation.Itassists

thesaidMinistryintheformulationandimplementationofitspoliciesandprogrammesinthe

fieldofeducation.Itisexpectedtoencouragestudentteachersandteachereducatorsto

conducteducationalresearch.Inordertofulfillthesemaintainobjectives,ithasestablished

NationalInstituteofEducation(NIE)atDelhiandfourregionalcollegesofeducationatAjmer,

Bhopal,BhubaneswarandMysore.Italsoworkscollaborationwiththedepartmentsinthe

states,theuniversitiesandinstitutes,followingobjectivesofschooleducation.Italsomaintains

close-contactwithsimilarnationalandinternationalinstitutionsthroughouttheworld.It

communicatesresultofitsresearchestoacommonmanbypublishingbooksandjournals.



TheestablishmentofNCERTin1961wasamajorsteptakenforthedevelopmentof

schooleducationwhichinvolvesteachereducationalso.Amongstthesignificantcontribution

ofNCERTare:

· RevampingofElementaryandSecondaryTeachereducationcurriculum.

· Reorganizingofstudentteachingandevaluation.

· InstitutionofAll-Indiasurveysonteachereducation.

· Focusoncontinuingeducationofteachersthroughestablishmentsofcentersof

continuingeducation.

· Recognitiontocontributionstoeducationbyoutstandingschoolteachersandteacher

educatorsthroughaschemeofnationalawards.

STRUCTURE

ThegeneralbodyisthepolicymakingbodyoftheNCERTwiththeUnionMinisterfor

HumanresourceDevelopmentasitspresident.AlltheMinistersofEducationinthestatesand

unionterritoriesareitsmembers.Besides,expertsinthefieldofeducationarealsonominated

asmembers.Itsmembershippatternhelpsintakingpolicydecisionsatthehighestlevel.

ThegoverningbodyoftheNCERTistheExecutiveCommittee,againwiththeUnion

MinisterforHumanresourceDevelopmentasitsex-officiopresident.Theunionministerfor

educationisitsex-officiovicepresidentassistingtheexecutivecommitteeisthreestanding

committeesdealingwithfinance,establishmentmattersandprogrammes.

TheprincipalexecutiveandacademicoftheNCERTisthedirectorwhoisassistedbythe

jointdirectorandthesecretary.Allofthem areappointedbythegovernmentofIndia.

OBJECTIVESOFNCERT

· Tolaunch,organizeandstrengthenresearchworksinvariousaspectsofeducation.

· Toensuresuccessoftheprocess,agoodnoofcurricular/learningmaterialshavetobe

broughtoutbytheNCERT.

· Toarrangeforpre-serviceandin-servicetrainingatthehigherlevel.

· Toprovideguidanceandcounselingservicesonlargescale.

· ToestablishaNationalInstituteofEducationandmanageforthedevelopmentofresearch

andhighertrainingforeducationaladministrationandteachers.

· Topublishnecessarytextbooks,journalsandotherliteratureforachievingtheobjectives.

· Toorganizeextensioncentersintraininginstituteswiththecooperationofstate



governmentsandextendfacilitiespertainingtonewmethodsandtechnologiesamongthem.

MAJORFUNCTIONSOFNCERT

ThefunctionsofNCERTbroadlyrelateto(a)researchanddevelopment,(b)in-serviceand

pre-servicetraining,and(c)extensionanddisseminationwork-allthesetunedtoachievethe

mainobjectiveofimprovingthequalityofschooleducation.

TheNCERT,therefore

· Developscurriculum,instructionalandexemplarmaterials,methodsofteaching,

techniquesofevaluation,teachingaids,kitsandequipments,learningresources,etc.

· TomonitortheadministrationofNIE/Regionalcollegesofeducation.

· Toprepareandpublishstudymaterialforstudentsandrelatedteacher’shandbooks.

· Organizespre-serviceandin-servicetrainingofteachers,teachereducatorsandother

educationalpersonnel;

· Toundertakeaid,promoteandco-ordinateresearchinallbranchesofeducationfor

improvingschool-education.

· Conductsandpromoteseducationalresearch.

· Tosearchtalentedstudentsfortheawardofscholarshipinscience,technologyandsocial

sciences.

· Disseminatesimprovededucationaltechniquesandpracticesandresearchfindings.

· ToundertakefunctionsassignedbytheMinistryofeducation(nowHRD)forimproving

school-education.

· Actsasacleaninghouseforideasandinformationonallmattersrelatingtoschool

educationandteachereducation.

CONSTITUENTUNITS

TheNationalCouncilofEducationalResearchandTraining(NCERT),withsix

constituentshasbeenservingthecauseofqualitativeimprovementofschooleducationsince

itsinceptionin1961.

TheconstituentsofNCERTare:

· FourteendepartmentsoftheNationalInstituteofEducation(NIE)atNCERTheadquarters,

NewDelhi.

· CentralInstituteofEducationalTechnology(CIET),NIEcampus,NewDelhi.



· PanditSunderlalSharmaCentralInstituteofVocationalEducationatBhopal.

· EducationalResearchandInnovationCommittee(ERIC)atNIEcampus,NewDelhi.

· FourRegionalInstitutesofEducationatAjmer,Bhopal,BhubaneswarandMysore.

TheprogrammesformulationisbasedontheNationalPolicyofoneducation,interactions

withthestateeducationauthorities,assistancesoughtbythecentraleducationalorganizations,

andtheassessmentofeducationalneedsofthecountryforqualitativeimprovementofschool

educationbythefacultyoftheNCERT.

NATIONALINSTITUTEOFEDUCATION(NIE)

TheNIE’sactivitiesaremainlyconfinedto(a)researchanddevelopment(b)in-service

trainingand(c)publishinganddisseminationprogrammes.TheNIEalsodevelopsprototypesof

sciencekitswhichareinfactmini-laboratoriesforschools.Otherimportantareasofitswork

arethenon-formaleducationforout-of-schoolchildren,earlychildhoodeducation,and

educationofthedisabledandprogrammesfortheeducationallybackwardminorities

InordertofulfilltheobjectivesofNCERT,NIEfunctionsthroughninedepartments,seven

unitsandtwocellsasunder:

DepartmentsofNIE

vAcademicDepartments

vProductionDepartments

vDepartmentofMath’sEducation

vDepartmentofTextbooks

vDepartmentofTeacherEducation

vDepartmentofTeachingAids

vDepartmentofEducationalPsychologyPublicationDepartment

vDepartmentofEducationalPsychologyWorkshopDepartment

vDepartmentofText-books.

UnitsofNIE

vNationalTalentSearchUnit

vSurveyandDataProcessingUnit

vPolicy,PlanningandEvaluationUnit



vLibraryandDocumentationUnit

vVocationalisationofEducationalUnit

vExaminationReform Unit

vExaminationResearchUnit

CellsofNIE

vPrimaryCurriculum

vJournalsCell

CENTRAL INSTITUTEOFEDUCATIONALTECHNOLOGY(CIET)

TheCIETisthesixthconstituentunitoftheNCERT.Itaimsatpromotingtheuseof

educationaltechnology,particularlymassmedia,forimprovingandspreadingeducationinthe

country,andfordevelopinganalternatesystem ofeducation.

TheCIETdevelops(a)softwareinmindeducationalneeds,(b)trainspersonnelworking

inthefieldofeducationaltechnology,(c)conductsresearchandevaluationsystems,

programmesandmaterials,(d)documentsanddisseminatesinformationconcerning

educationalmediaandtechnology.

TheCIETisequippedtotakeupprogrammescoveringmostoftheareasofeducational

technology,viz.,distanceeducation,educationaltelevision,radio,filmsandlowcostmaterial.

FunctionsofCIETareasunder:

· Toencouragetheuseofeducationaltechnologyinthespreadofeducation.

· Toorganizetrainingprogrammesinconnectionwithschool-broadcastingandeducational

television.

· Todeveloplearningaidsbasedoneducationaltechnology.

REGIONALINSTITUTESOFEDUCATION(RIE):

ThecouncilhasfourRegionalCollegesofEducation(RCEs)oneatAjmer,Bhopal,

BhubaneswarandMysore.Thesecampuscollegeswiththedemonstrationmultipurpose

schoolsattachedtothem.Suchschoolshelpthefacultytodevelopmethodologiesandtest

them intheactualclassroom situation.Eachcollegehasmodernlaboratories,well-equipped

libraryandresidentialquarters.

AlltheRCEsconductin-servicetrainingprogrammesbothforschoolteachersand

teachereducators.Besidesteachingandextensionwork,thecollegesalsotakeupresearchand

developmentprogrammes.NowtheyareconvertedinRegionalInstitutesofEducation.



RESEARCHANDPROFESSIONALGROWTH

TheEducationalResearchandInnovationsCommittee(ERIC)oftheNCERTfunds

researchprogrammestakenupbyscholarsbothwithinandoutsidethecouncil.Theprojects,

however,aretohaveadirectbearingoneitherschooleducationorteachereducation.TheERIC

alsoholdsperiodicconferencesofeducationalresearchworkers.Havingfundedpublicationof

surveysofeducationalresearchesinIndiaearlier,ithasnowtakenuponitselfthetaskof

compilingsuchresearchvolumesaswell.

TheNCERToffersfinancialassistancetoprofessionalassociationsinthefieldof

educationforholdingannualconferencesandpublishingjournals.

PUBLICATIONS

ThepublishingprogrammeoftheNCERTisapartofitstotalefforttoimprovethequalityof

schooleducation.TheNCERTtextbookspublishedinEnglish,HindiandUrdulanguageshave

theuniquedistinctionofbeingatonceattractiveandinexpensive.Thesetextbooksarefreely

adoptedbystatesundertheirnationalizedtextbookprogramme.Theyarealsousedwidelyin

schoolsaffiliatedtotheCentralBoardofSecondaryEducation,KendriyaVidyalayas,Jawahar

NavodayaVidyalayas,Tibetanschoolsandseveralpublicschools.TheNCERTbringsoutawide

varietyofpublicationssuchas(a)researchliterature,(b)schooltextbooksincludingworkbooks

andteachersguides,(c)generalbooksforchildrenofdifferentagegroups,and(d)educational

journalsviz.,IndianEducationalReview(quarterly),JournalofIndianEducationandBharatiya

AdhunikShiksha(bi-monthlies),SchoolScience(quarterly),ThePrimaryTeacherandPrimary

Shikshak(bothquarterlies),andNCERTNewsletterandShaikshikDarpan(bothnews

magazinesprimarilymeantforin-housecirculation.

TheNCERTalsobringsoutsupplementaryreadersunderthe‘Readingtolearn’and

NationalIntegrationSeries.Thesebooksarespeciallywrittenkeepinginviewtheneedsof

schoolchildren,topromoteahealthyreadinghabitinthem.

TheNCERTdevelops‘NationalCurriculum Frameworks’inwhich,amongotherthings,the

policydirectivesoftheNationalPoliciesonEducationarekeptinview.Thetextbook

developmentprogrammeoftheNCERTissupposedtobeguided,interalia,bytheprovisosof

theNationalCurriculum Framework.Amongotherthings,thesocietalconcernsmentionedin

theNationalCurriculum Frameworkshouldfindreflectioninthetextbooksdevelopedbythe

NCERT.

INTERNATIONALRECOGNITION

TheNCERT’sinternationalcooperationrangesfrom workingwiththeUnitedNations

institutionslikeUNESCO,UNICEF,UNDP,UNFPAetc.,toassistingthirdworldcountries.The

NCERTisoneofthemajorinstitutionstoassisttheMinistryofHumanResourceDevelopingfor

implementingculturalexchangeagreementsbetweenIndiaandothercountries.TheNCERThas



beenimplementinganumberofUNICEFassistedandUNESCOsponsoredprogrammesand

projectwiththehelpofstatesandunionterritories.TheNCERTisalsoimplementingand

monitoringtheUNFPAfundedprojectonpopulationeducationinboththeformalandnon-

formaleducationsectors.

OvertheyearstheNCERThasstimulatedprofessionalgrowthofteachers,teacher

educators,educationaladministratorsandothereducationalpersonnelbyinvolvingthem in

mostofitsprogrammesincludingseminars,workshops,conferencesandorientation

programmes-throughwhichitworks.TheNCERT’sworkcoverstheentirespectrum ofschool

educationrangingfrom planningtoevaluation.Itsprogrammesbenefitallthechildrenfrom 3

andhalfto18yearsofageandalsothosewhoaspiretobeteachersorarealreadyinthe

profession.

PROGRAMMESANDACHIEVEMENTS

NCERT’sprogrammesarewithintheparametersofschooleducation.Ainterfaceinthe

areaofvocationaleducationbetweentheNCERTandtheUGCisalreadyinoperation.The

NCERTisalsocollaboratingwithIGNOUintrainingcoursesthroughdistanceeducationmode.It

hasbeeninvolvingtheDirectorateofAdultEducationinorganizingprogrammesfortrainingthe

facultyofDistrictResourceUnitsoftheDistrictInstitutesofEducationandTraining(DIETs)and

principalsofDIETs.

TheNCERT-CIETcontributessubstantialnumberofEducationalTelevisionandRadio

programmesforchildrenandteachersinthecontextoftheProgrammesofMassOrientationof

SchoolTeachers(PMOST).TheNCERTandtheDoordarshancollaboratedeffectively.Withthe

mainemphasisonuniversalizationofelementaryeducation,NCERThasorganizedSpecial

OrientationofPrimaryTeachers(SOPT)incollaborationwiththerespectivestates.TheNCERT

hasbeennowadvisingandassistingthestatesundertheCentrallySponsoredDistrictPrimary

EducationProgramme.

ThedepartmentofwomenstudiessetupintheNCERTtoformulateandimplementing

projects/programmesforpromotingeducationforgirls,whoconstituteamajorsegmentofnon

-enrolledpopulationhasconductedstudiesanddevelopedinstructionalstrategiesforthem.

NCERThasbeenprovidingtechnicalsupporttothestatesintheplanningand

implementationofvariousprogrammestopromotevocationalisationattheplustwostages.It

hasalsobeenengagedindevelopmentofcompetency-basedcurriculafordifferentvocational

courses,developmentofguidelinesforimplementingdifferentaspectsofvocationalisationof

education,developmentofsyllabiandinstructionalmaterials,trainingofvocationalteacher

educators,teachersandotherpersonnel.TheNCERThasdevelopedaframeworkfor

semesterisationincollaborationwithBoardsofSecondaryandSeniorSecondaryEducation.

NCERThasalsodevelopedconceptualmaterialsrelatedtoeducationalevaluation,

preparationofcriterion-referencedtextsandthetrainingoftestitem writersindifferentsubject



areas.Ithasalsodevelopedasamplecumulativecardalongwithproceduresformaintaining

recordsofpupil’sachievementandguidelinesforintroductionofgradingandscalingin

examinations.NCERThasalsoundertakenaprogrammetoidentifytalentedchildreninrural

areasasperrequirementofadmissiontoNavodayaVidyalays.

CONCLUSION

NationalCouncilofEducationalResearchandTraining(NCERT)isanapexresource

organizationsetupbytheGovernmentofIndia,toassistandadvicethecentralandstate

Governmentsonacademicmattersrelatedtoschooleducation.NCERTalsoprovidestechnical

adviceinhowtoimprovethestandardofsciencebasededucation.TheNCERTperformsthe

importantfunctionsofconductsandpromoteseducationalresearch,improveeducational

techniques,practicesandresearchfindings,developscurriculum instructionalandexemplar

materials,methodsofteaching,techniquesofevaluation,teachingaidsetc.TheNCERToffers

thepre-serviceandin-servicetrainingofteachersatvariouslevelssuchaspre-primary,

elementary,secondaryandhighersecondaryandalsoinsuchareasasvocationaleducation,

educationaltechnology,guidanceandcounselingandspecialeducation.NCERThasalarge

publishinghouse.Itpublishesmodeltextbooks,hand-books,guidebooksandchildren’s

literatureorsupplementaryreadingbooks.TheconstituentsofNCERTareNIE,CIET,ERIC,RIEs

etc.NCERTaimsatbringingaboutimprovementofeducationthroughvariouskindsof

educationaltechnologies.Itisamajorsteptakenforthedevelopmentofschooleducation

whichinvolvesteachereducationalso.


