
Whatisthedifferencebetweenskimmingandscanningreadingskills?

Readingisoftentreatedasaleisureactivitybutveryfewpeopleknowthatitisactuallya

technique.Skimmingandscanningarethetwooftenconfusedtechniquesforreadingortobe

specificreadingstrategies.

Skimming

Skimmingoftenreferstothewayinwhichonereadsatafasterratetogainthegeneralidea

aboutthetextwithoutpayingheedtotheintentionalanddetailedmeaningofthetext.

ForExample-Whenonereadsthetextonlyinordertounderstandthethesisstatement,inone

ortwolines.

Skimmingisachievedbyreadingthattextonlywhichisconsideredtoberelevant.

Skimmingrequiresalowerunderstandingofwordrecognitionthancomparedtoscanning.

Procedure-Readtheintroductoryparagraphandtheconclusionparagraphverycarefully.You

shouldsearchforheadingsandsubheadingstogetagoodgraspoftheidea.

Scanning

Scanningreferstothetechniquewhenonelooksintothedocumentorthetextprovidedfor

searchingsomespecifictextsuchassomekeywords.

Example-Nowitmaybeappliedtothereal-lifeexampleofadictionary,whereinonelooksfora

specificwordmeaningoradirectorywhereinonesearchesforthephonenumberofsomeone.

Scanningrequiresonetohavealookatthewholedocumentquicklyatleastonce.

Scanningrequiresahigherunderstandingofwordrecognitioncomparedtoskimming.

Procedure-Youshouldsearchforheadingsandsubheadingstogetagoodgraspoftheidea,as

towhereyourrequireddetailwillbefound.

Skimmingandscanning,therefore,aretwoverydifferentstrategiesforspeedreading.Theyare



usedfordifferentpurposes,andtheyrequiredifferentreadingskills,buttheyareverysignificant

togoaboutreadingcomprehension.

WhentouseScanningandwhentouseSkimming

Thedifferencesbetweenskimmingandscanningarecrystalclear.Skimminghelpsyoutellwhat

thegeneralinformationis,whilescanninghelpsyoupositionaparticularpieceofinformation.In

fact,youhavetounderstandyourpurposesofreadinginordertoapplyapropertechnique.You

havetobethemostflexiblereaderyoucanbecome.Thevariabilityofthesituationsrequires

youtobeadaptable.

Keepreadingifyoudon’tknowwhentousethesetwodifferenttechniques.

1.Whentouseskimming

Skimminghasalwaysbeenoneofthemostselectedwayswhenitcomesto FASTREADING.

Beforeputtinganyeffortintostudyingadocument,practicingskimmingcanbeagoodhandin

previewing.Youcanuseskimmingbeforeenteringanewchapterofyourtextbookoralong

article.Tobesimplysaid,mostpeoplerefertotheuseofskimmingwhentheyneedtosave

time.Time-savinghasalwaysbeenoneofthetopprioritiesoftoday’ssociety.Readingevery

wordcanpreventusfrom increasingourreadingspeed.There’remanysituationsthatspending

longhoursoflaboriousreadingcan’tdoanythingwell.

Supposeyouhavetoreadanacademictextandwriteanessayaboutitstopic,skimmingcan’t

doallthejobasthereistoomuchinformation.Thisskillwouldhelpwhenyou’retryingtofind

outifsomethingisawasteoftimeorsimilartosomethingelseyou’vealreadyknown.Using

skimmingisanidealstrategywhenthereareonlyafewdaysleftandyou’reabouttotakean

examination.Inshort,yousaveyourtimebyskimming.

2.Whentousescanning

Asconvenientasitseems,skimmingcan’tguaranteeyoualltheimportantpoints.Usually,you

needscanningwhenyoufindafriend’sphonenumberinatelephonebookorlastnight

football’sscoresinthenewspaper.Orwhenyou’reinanewrestaurantknowingtheyhaveyour

favouritedishbutnotsurethepriceisreasonable,youalsoneedtoscanalongthemenutosee

itwiththeprice.Scanningsignificantlyprovesitsvaluewhenresearchingandstudying.These

twokindsofactivitycan’tbesuccessfuliftheydependononlyyourgeneralknowledge.



Youmayalsoneedscanningtolocatethecorrectanswerforthegivenquestions.Youarelikely

toscanwhenyouhavenointentionofgettingageneralidea.Obviously,ifyouhavenodoubtof

yourpurposesforreadingandotherunrelatedinformationisfarfrom support,nowtake

scanningintoyourconsideration.Scanningisperfectwhenitcomestolookingforsomething

moreparticularratherthananoverviewideainyourmind.

Shortdefinitionsforskimmingandscanning

Sometimes,ofcourse,givingdefinitionswilltrulydousafavor.Takeagoodlookattwoshort

paragraphsbelowtobetterunderstandskimmingandscanning.

Skimmingisaprocessofreadingtogetanoverallvieworgetanimpressionofthecontent.

Thisiswhenyoupickoutthemainideasormessages.

Scanning,ontheotherhand,requiresyoutolookforaparticularwordorphrase.Youcantotally

ignoreunnecessaryones.Ifyou’rereading,youmustbehavingorabouttohavequestionstobe

answered,justwiselychoosewhattoreadandquicklygetwhatmaybenefit.

Howtousebothskillsinyourreading

1.Effectivereadingwithskimming

Whenlearningtoskim,getyourselfreadytomoveyoureyesquicklythroughthepages.

Skimmingisnotaboutplacingyoureyeswhereveryourattentionisdrawnto.Theeffectivework

ofskimmingdoesnotrequireyoutodothat.

Youknowthatyoudon’treadeverywordbutcarefullypayattentiontowhatformsthestructure

ofthatreadingmaterial.Sowhatexactlyarewetalkingabout?Headings,bulletedlists,

numberedlists,boldtext,italictext…Thesearejustsomeofthem,though.Nowherearesome

stepsyoushouldtakeifyoudoskimming:

Lookatthetableofcontentsifthereis.It’safastwaytofigureoutwhat’sgoingon.

Themainheadingsareofthemostessential,sodon’tforgettoreadthem.Rememberthat

tablesandchartshaveheadings,too(e.g.,U.Spopulationbyageandgender,Healthcarecost

from 2010to2017,andRisksofenvironmentalimpacts).Somemaymisstheheadingsof

tablesandchartsasahabit,sokeepinmindtheyarethereforsomegoodreasons.



Afterreadingthefirstsentences,scrollyoureyesdowntothelastonesofeachparagraph.

Thesesentencescanbethetopicsentencesthatholdthemainidea.Thisshouldnottakeyou

toomuchtimeasthere’reonlyafewimportantwordstofollow.However,don’thesitatetostop

ifyouthinksomethingneedstobereadentirely.Makesureyouleavetheparagraphandmove

tothenextaftercarefullyskimming.

Attentivelyreadthekeywords.Theycanbenouns,dates,events,names,numbers,…Thesevery

singlewordsorphrasesthatgivedetailsareworthconsidering.Questionsaboutthesekindsof

informationusuallyshowupintheIELTStest.

Alongwithyourskimmingprocess,underlineorhighlightimportantwordsandphrases.It’s

goodtouseamarkerorpencil(ifyouthinkyoumightwanttoerasethelinesafterthat).Thisis

alsoapreparationforscanning.

Rememberit’syouwhodecidewhatrateofspeedyouwanttoskim.Ofcourse,it’snot

necessarilyequalineverypart.Thesituationsmayvary,itcouldbeaslow-downwhenyouskim

throughanunfamiliarword,forexample.Sometimes,therearesentencesthatneedmorethan

oneglance.

Asfaraswhatwehaveagreedintheprevioussection,youonlyscanwhenyouknowwhatto

scan.Therearesomefactsyouwanttofindout.Sowhatarethefactsthatyouneed?Ifyou

havequestionsandarelookingforaspecificanswer,thereareprobablysomekeywordsinthe

question.

2.Effectivereadingwithscanning

Youcannowleaveoutalltherestofthetextasyou’reinsearchofsomespecificquestion-

relatedinformation.Incasethere’renotanygivenkeywords,establishthem.Chooseafew

wordsorphrasestosearchfor.It’syourchoicetolookforoneormorekeywordsatatime.Let’s

seeifyoucanpracticethesesuggestionsbelow:

Useafingerofyourhandtoscan,whichisahelpfulwaytostayfocused.Thecalmnessofmind

togetherwiththestrongphysicalimageofyourfinger-pointingalongthelineswillprovideyou

withconfidence.You’realsosureofwhatyou’vescannedandwhat’slefttobescanned.

Repeatsilentlyinyourmindthekeywordswhilescanning.Youmaythinkyou’resureofwhatyou

need,butkeepingontellingyourselfthewantedwordorphrasecanneverbeanythingof

disadvantages.Whetherit’saphonenumber,aperson’sname,alocation,acountry…keep

sayingquietlythat’sthedestination.

Whenyoucomeacrossakeywordwhilescanning,stop,andcarefullyreadthesurroundingtext.



Ifthere’sanythingservingyourpurposes,notethem downtoreviewlaterandseeifthis

informationneedsnoticing.Thechanceswefindneededsentencesandthenlosethem can

happenwithoutawarning.Ifwedonotprepareforsurprises,we’llbesurprisinglyslowerthan

planning.


