
WhatareOralReadingandSilentReadingTechniques?

Oralreadingistheactofreadingprintedorwrittentextaloud,andisoftenusedbyteachersto

trackandmeasureastudent’soverallreadingabilityincludingreadingaccuracy,pronunciation,

fluency,comprehensionandunderstandingofpunctuation.Oralreadingcanallowateacherto

directlyobserveachild’sreadingskills,includingdecoding,fluency,andprosody(toneand

expression).Manyteachersfrequentlyemploysilentreadingtobuildfluency.Sustainedsilent

readingisthepracticeofhavingstudentsreadsilentlyforaspecifiedperiodoftimeeachday.

Someschoolsincludeadultsinthispractice,whichmaybeknownasDEAR(DropEverything

AndRead)time.

IsACombinationofOralandSilentReadingPracticesOptimal?

AhighlyregardedstudyconductedatArkansasStateUniversity,focusedonthetechniquesof

oralreadingandsilentreadingforstudentswhostruggledwithreadingcomprehension.The

studyfoundthat,despitemanyprofessionalsinthefieldalmostexclusivelyfavoringsilent

readingoveroralreading,acombinationofbothoralandsilentreading,basedontheindividual

needsofthestudents,ispotentiallythebestwaytoincreasefluencyandcomprehensionof

strugglingstudents.Inaddition,theresearchconcludedthatpurposeful,intentionaloralreading

shouldbegivenmoreemphasisinelementaryclassroomsthanithasbeeninthepast.

Ultimatelythisstudy,alongwithadditionalresourcesfocusingonthebenefitsoforalandsilent

reading,pointstotheacombinationoforalandsilentreadingasoptimal.Silentreadingcan

increaseastudent’sunderstandingofatextandmotivationtoread,whileoralreadingallows

educatorstotrackthefluency,pronunciation,accuracyandoverallprogressoftheirstruggling

readers.


